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CHAPTER TEN

The Berlin Guidelines

As the Berlin Round Table drew to a close, a series
of discussions were held to obtain a consensus of the
views amongst participants at the meeti.ng. This
chapter comprises the full document submitted.

Worldwide long-term economic development can pest be achigyed
through the pursuit of sustainable development policies comprising
a balance of economic. socio-cultural and environmental protection
measures. While taking into account global cnvironmental con-
cerns. each country should apply this concept to meet the needs of
its environment and economic circumstances.

Sustainable mining activities require good environrpental
stewardship in all activities, from cxploration and processing to
decommissioning and reclamation. It acknowledges the importance
of inteerating environmental and cconomic considerations in the
dccisioﬁ-makﬁng process and the fact that the mineral dcpqsit§ are
unique in their occurrence. It recognizes the imp(?rtancp of mining
to the social. cconomic and material needs of society, in particular
for developing countries, and that minerals, notably met.als, offer
grcat potential for the use of future gencrations through increased
recveling programmes. ‘ o

Sustainable mining under appropriate environmental guidelines
is based on interaction between industry, governments, non-
governmental organizations and the public, directed towards opti-
;nizing economic development while minimizing env1r9nmental
degradation. The need for such guidelines is recognized by industry,
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governments and international agencies. It is also recognized that
the political will of governments, together with the commitment of
industry management and of the community, are the essential
conditions necded to enforce environmental legislation and, more
importantly, to ensure compliance with all applicable laws for the
protection of the environment, employees and the public.

10.1 Addressed to the Mineral Sector

Governments, mining companies and the minerals industries should
as a minimum:

1. Recognize environmental management as a high priority,
notably during the licensing process and through the development
and implementation of environmental management systems. These
should include early and comprehensive environmental impact
assessments, pollution control and other preventive and mitigative
measures, monitoring and auditing activities and emergency
response procedures.

2. Establish environmental accountability in industry and govern-
ment at the highest management and policy-making levels.

3. Encourage employees at all levels to recognize their responsi-
bility for environmental management and ensure that adequate
resources, staff and requisite training are available to implement
environmental plans.

4. Ensure the participation and dialogue with the affected com-
munity and other directly interested parties on the environmental
aspects of all phases of mining activities.

5. Adopt best practices to minimize environmental degradation,
notably in the absence of specific environmental regulations.

6. Adopt environmentally sound technologies in all phases of
mining activities and increase the emphasis on the transfer of
appropriatc technologies which mitigate environmental impacts,
including those from small-scale mining operations.

7. Seek to provide additional funds and innovative financial
arrangements to improve environmental performance of existing
mining operations.
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8. Adopt risk analysis and risk management in the development
of regulation and in the design., operation and decommissioning of
mining activitics. including the handling and disposal of hazardous
mining and other wastes.

Y. Reinforce the infrastructure, information systems service,
training and skills in environmental management in relation to
mining activities.

10. Avoid the use of such cnvironmental regulations that act as
unnecessary barriers to trade and investment.

L. Recognize the linkages between ccology, socio-cultural con-
ditions and human health and safety, both within the workplace and
the natural environment.

12. Evaluate and adopt, wherever appropriate, economic and
administrative instruments such as tax incentive policics to encour-
age the reduction of pollutant emissions and the introduction of
innovative technology.

[3. Explore the feasibility of reciprocal agreements to reduce
transboundary pollution.

I4. Encourage long-term mining investment by having clear
cnvironmental standards with stable and predictable environmental
criteria and procedures.

10.2 Addressed to Development Assistance Agencies

Multilateral and bilateral assistance agencies have an essential role
to play in furthering environmental management, particularly in
developing nations, and in assisting these nations in programmes to
protect their environment, both nationally and as part of the global
cnvironmental system. Accordingly, they should:

I Accord high priority to the mitigation of environmental degra-
dation associated with mining in developing countries to achieve
high cnvironmental performance.

2. Initiate, as an integral part of any exploration and mining
project, environmental institutional building programmes. Special
support should be given to countries actively working to improve
their environmental capabilities.
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3. Require that all mining projects supportec} 'shall contain a
training component that will include specific training on environ-
mental awareness and its application to the mining sector.
4. Support increased research regar.dmg the Flevelqpment of. new
processes, with fewer environmental 1mpg§ts, including recyc.h'ng.
5. Support the development of activities that would mitigate
adverse effects on the socio-cultural fabrl.c and the e.cosyst.en'l. To
achieve this objective, international agencies should give pr10r1ty to
education and training which increase awareness of tt.le.se issues and
allow the affected communities to participgte n decmon-makmg.
6. In supporting mining projects, agencies should also take into
account the following: .
e rehabilitation of displaced population;
e cnvironmental history of the country;
e large scale impact on socio-cultural patterns; .
e the overall economic balance of the project vis-a-vis its total
environmental impact; '

e the impact on other natural resources and ecologically
sensitive areas (e.g. protected forest lands, mangroves,
wildlife parks and neighbouring waterbodies).

7. Promote conferences and policy research on envirqnmeptal
management practices and technologies, and ensure the dissemina-
tion of this information. .

8. Support and promote regional go-operatlve programmes to
achieve sustainable development of mineral resources. _

9. Adopt environmentally safe methods of mining and processing

for existing projects. . . ’
10. Increase and co-ordinate their assistance to developing

nations in the field of environmental policies management.
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