Small-scale mining in Mongolia
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Commodities mined by small-
scale miners in Mongolia

Production of various minerals and metals by small scale miners
(from Noetstaller, 1995 Important commodities in Mongolia (in yellow)

Metals % mined lindustrial minerals]% mined

Beryllium 100|Fluorite 90)
Mercury. 90|Graphite 90|
Tunasten 90
Gold

Coal



Types of small-scale mining
for gold
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Dry placer mining
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Small-scale mining of mercury
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Placer mining
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Underground placer mining
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Hard rock gold mining
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Crushing and milling
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Amalgamation
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How to reduce health and
environmental hazards

* Recycling of mercury
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How to reduce health and
environmental hazards
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Recycling of mercury
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Treatment with Nitric acid
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Acid treatment

Very toxic fumes,
but only toxic for
ashort time
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Groups active in small-scale
mining in Mongolia
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Two new projects suggested

» Teachi ni and traini ni of medical doctors and small-scale
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Teaching programme

- Teaching of small-scale miners
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Teaching small-scale miners
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Teaching of medical doctors

1. General mercury toxicology
Physical and chemical properties of various mercury species
Human exposure routes, air, food, skin contact, and placental transfer
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Teaching project
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Fak
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Background

In 1913 a Chinese mining company
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Boroo River area
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Mercury distribution
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Mercury in river sediments
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Mercury in urine

Mercury in urine Mkg/ml

Sumber Bayangol Bornuur
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Rescue plan

Pilot project
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Cleaning of soil
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Pilot project
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