
CASM-China
Progress Report-2008/09

AJ Gunson, on behalf of Lei Shen

CASM China

Professor at Institute of Geographic Sciences & Natural Resources 
Research (IGSNRR), Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS)

Secretary General in China Society of Natural Resources (CSNR)

September 10th 2009

Maputo, Mozambique



Over 5 million Chinese work in ASM. 
Mining occurs in every province.

ASM in China



ASM Impacts in China

Produce a significant portion of the world's mine 
production, including:

 Around 15-20% of the world’s coal, 

 A large portion of the world's antimony, gold, iron, 
lead, tin, tungsten and zinc.

Provides significant local private and 
government revenue, often in the poorest 
regions of China. 



ASM Impacts in China

Sept 8, 2009

43 miners killed in 
coal mine gas 
explosion

Cause of accident 
indicated to be 
“illegal mining.”

All ASM coal activities 
suspended in district.

Sept 8, 2009

6 miners and 7 
rescuers killed in 
small-scale gold mine 
electrical fire

Mine located in 
district investigated 
by CASM-China in 
2007.



ASM Impacts in China
A health, safety, and environmental challenge:

 ASM is often illegal and damages otherwise viable 
mineral deposits;

 China’s ASM coal mining kills ~10,000 miners per 
year;

 Thousands more ASM miners die of silicosis, 
accidents and other work related causes;

 Unrestricted excavation and use of chemical 
reagents, including as cyanide and mercury, have 
had significant impacts on local environments.



CASM-China Regional Network
Founded by Shen Lei, AJ Gunson and Phillip Andrew-
Speed, with the assistance of a $15,000 small grant 
from CASM.

Inaugural Meeting held in Beijing, January 2004

CASM-China formalized under the China Mining 
Association.



CASM-China Activities

Drafted ASM section for the ongoing 
effort to reform the 1986/1996 Mineral 
Resource Law.

Completing several policy papers on ASM 
for Ministry of Land and Mineral 
Resources



World Economic Forum, Mining & Metals 
Industry Partnership, 2008

China Mining Conference, 2007, 2008

CASM SMAG, 2007

CIMG Beijing – Multiple Events

CAS – Multiple Events

Ministry of Land and Resources Senior Forum, 
2004.

PSDN, Philippines, 2005

All CASM AGMs since 2003

Activities: Conferences/Meetings



Activities: - Knowledge Centers



Loufan, Shanxi, Iron

Fanzhi, Shanxi, Iron

Shuozhou, Shanxi, Coal

Chenzhou, Hunan 

Duyun, Guizhou, Zinc

Miyun, Beijing, Iron

Lingbao, Henan, Gold

Shahe, Hebei, Kaolin

Chongqing, Coal

Activities: Field Studies



Activities: Publications

“Small-scale mining in China: Assessing 
recent advances in the policy and 
regulatory framework” Lei Shen, Tao Dai, 
AJ Gunson, Resources Policy (2009)

Over a dozen CASM-China related or 
sponsored publications



CASM-China Plans – 2009-2010

Continuing to advocate for ASM in the next study round 
on ASM policy in China: a consultancy report will be 
completed by Spring 2010.

Continuing to undertake case studies: next up: 
industrial mineral ASM in Hunan Province;

Expanding the network, including bringing in new 
members/organizations like Ping Li and the mercury 
group of the State Key Laboratory of Environmental 
Geochemistry, CAS, Guiyang.

Continuing to update CASM-China’s knowledge centers.

Hosting further meetings



Summary

CASM-China role:

 Advocacy in ongoing ASM legal reform & policy

 Cooperation, conferences & meetings with 
domestic and international organizations

 Providing knowledge center/forum

 Ongoing field work/research in ASM 
communities

CASM China is largely sustainable and self-
sufficient.


