7th Annual CASM Conference, Mongolia
Welcoming Statement by Mr. Markus Dubach, Country Director of 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
Your Excellency Mr. Miyegombyn Enkhbold,
Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my great pleasure to welcome all of you to the 7th Annual CASM Conference on behalf of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation Country Office in Mongolia.      

I would like to express a deep appreciation to the Government of Mongolia, specially to HE Mr. M. Enkhbold, the Prime minister of Mongolia and CASM Secretariat, for their efforts in organization of the 7th Annual CASM Conference in close cooperation with the SDC. 
The Swiss Cooperation Strategy’s objective aims at contributing to improve and secure livelihoods of herders and ex-herders in rural areas focusing on improving the sustainable use and rehabilitation of natural resources as well as supporting ecologically-oriented social and economic development. To reach the above mentioned objective, SDC contributes to following four specific country outcomes. 
1. Improved legal framework and implementation capacities for management and monitoring of natural resources at the herders and at national level

Development of gender responsive and equitable legislations, empowerment of herders in gaining secure land tenure, and capacity development of government and civil society organizations in the implementation of policies

2. Strengthened resilience of herders to vulnerabilities in the livestock sector and improved disaster preparedness and environmental stewardship

Improvement of agricultural production and land rehabilitation, introduction and implementation of sustainable coping strategies and plans for degraded rangelands, and support of afflicted herders in securing their livelihoods after natural disasters

3. Increased income of herders and ex-herders in targeted areas based on improved productivity of their livestock and income diversification

Improvement of local resources, services and skills to produce good market quality goods, support of regional and local economic development initiatives, and strengthening of livestock management, production, and support services for herders

4. Deepened Swiss Mongolian Relations

Strengthened Swiss Mongolian relations through the support of the democratic development and cultural exchange
SDC programs are gradually transformed from humanitarian aid programs in 2001 into long term development cooperation programs. One of these long term programs is Sustainable Artisanal Mining project that is to alleviate poverty among rural population through environmentally friendly and sustainable management of natural resources. The project is implemented in cooperation with the Mineral Resources and Petroleum Authority of Mongolia, Implementation Agency of Government. The project started with in 2005 and is now in its main phase, which will last until 2010. The annual budget is about USD 800,000.
In Mongolia there are many issues relevant to artisanal mining that need to be solved – as in other countries. This conference provides a platform fore exchanging information and experience to address and solve artisanal mining relevant issues. We are very happy that the Mongolian Government actively and initiatively takes part in addressing this issues. Concrete steps are the establishing of a separate artisanal mining unit, the collaboration with SDC on the sustainable artisanal mining project and the organization of this conference..  
I am sure that the participants of the conference including representatives of governmental and non-governmental organizations, mining companies, research institutions and artisanal miners from different countries will openly discuss and share comments addressing at ASM key challenges and make concrete solutions to the issues.
A Mongolian Proverb says:

You need a good shovel to dig for gold,
Wisdom is needed once gold has been found.

I wish that this conference will contribute to finding wisdom in knowing what to do with the gold that has been found and I wish all participants of the 7th CASM conference success. 
