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Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an hour for me to join this Opening Ceremony as Chair of CASM-Asia of which Secretariat is kindly hosted by the Coordinating Committee for Geoscience Programmes in East and Southeast Asia and supported by the Geological Survey of Japan, AIST. Under the CASM Global, we have CASM-Asia, CASM-China, and CASM-Africa. Also CASM Latin America is under construction.
Mongolia is a fertile land in resources both human and natural, and especially minerals.  
I understand that Mongolian Government places extractive industry as a pillar for the economical development of the nation. 
In my view, artisanal and small scale mining can contribute to the national economy by supplementing large scale mining, by maximizing the recovery and by building capacity of local people.
As indicated in the title of this conference, partnership between stakeholders seems to be a key for the sustainable development for Mongolia and other countries. 
However in order to achieve the real sustainability, we should not forget human dimension. Let us recall a report of the former UN Secretary-General Mr. Kofi Anan.

“We will not enjoy security without development, we will not enjoy development without security, and we will not enjoy either without respect for human rights.” 

Although it is a promising subsector, artisanal and small scale mining still poses various hazards and risks to the people. I am of the view that we need to introduce a new vision to address negative facets of the subsector. 
The new vision on the security comes to my mind as a term “Human Security”. 
Human security aims at “protecting people from critical and pervasive threats to human lives, livelihoods and dignity.”
Negative issues of artisanal and small scale mining are regarded threats to human lives, livelihoods and dignity.

The essence of Human Security is “to protect the vital core of all human lives in ways that enhance human freedom and human fulfillment.”
Then it is quite clear that the artisanal and small scale mining should be handled in the light of this new concept. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, as a matter of fact, Mongolia is already a pioneer in the action. How come?
It is because the Trust Fund for United Nations Human Security, funded by the Japanese Government. Based on this funding, UNFPA supports a project titled “Reducing socio-economic vulnerabilities of selected peri-urban and informal mining communities in Mongolia.” 
This project aims to improve the livelihood and dignity of unregistered migrants in Mongolia. I am convinced of the success of this project because I have many Mongolian friends and I know their passion in good nation building. 
I believe that a lot of projects stressing on human dimension are already conducted in many countries regardless they are branded as approach of Human Security.
I hope, in this conference, we can correlate similar approaches, learn lessons each other, widen our vision and find good partners.
Finally I wish to all of the distinguished delegates a fruitful and constructive conference. 

I thank you.
