7th Annual CASM Conference – Children’s Palace, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
Rapporteur’s Report of Session 3 – September 8, 2007

The session started at 4:40 PM with Dr. Satoshi Murao as moderator.

1.  Presentation of Prof. Mihir Deb of India (Director, School of Environmental Studies, University of Delhi) – “An Overview of ASM in Asia”
He introduced the 11 countries and the ASM commodities under the CASM-Asia umbrella.  He also reported on the status and issues of ASM in each country.  Issues of environmental degradation and pollution and health were enumerated Indonesia, Philippines, Mongolia, Papua New Guinea and Cambodia.  Social issues like unrest, low literacy, indigenous groups and mafia were cited in Indonesia, PNG, India and Cambodia.  Examples of initiatives were discussed in Indonesia, PNG and India.  He went on to cite the future directions for CASM-Asia.  The last one of these was the development of a comprehensive ASM database.  He announced the coming launching of the CASM-Asia web-based Information System for CASM-Asia which will be made available to the public.

2.  Presentation of Mrs. Alicia Reyes of the Philippines’ Department of Energy – “Coal Mining Issues in the Philippines”
She discussed the government policy (Department of Energy circular) that governs ASM of coal in the Philippines.  It is a DOE circular issued in 1987.  This policy applies to those coal operations from a mine reserve less than 50,000 metric tons.  Under this policy, the small-scale coal miner permittee is supervised by a nearby or host large coal operator.  The large coal operator assists the small-scale coal miner in selling his ore production.  The government meanwhile receives 3% of the royalty arising out the agreement between the small-scale coal miner and the large scale coal company.  She narrated how the DOE lobbied to reduce the requirements for small-scale coal miner permittee to comply with environmental regulations.  She ended her presentation by announcing that her office is still working on the amendments to the policy.

3.  Presentation by Mr. Hai Long Thanh of the Government of Vietnam

Mr. Thanh presented an overall view of the coal industry in his country, its statistics, the issues and the risks and the solutions to these risks.

4.  The presentation of Mr. Zhang Yangyin, Deputy Director of the Consult and Resarch Center of the China’s Ministry of Land and Resources is entitled “ Coal Issue in China”.  The presentation was read by Ms. Zheng Ying, an assistant researcher.
Coal is China’s foremost source of energy. China’s strategy is to develop its coal industry in a sustainable way.  The classification of scale for coal mines in China puts small coal mines as those with a production of less than 300,000 tons per year.  In 2005, small-scale coal miners accounted for 52% of the number of licensed coal enterprises.  The problems for small-scale coal mines include the following-obsolete mining technology, poor environmental performance, lack of mine safety facilities, shortage of well-trained technicians and mine workers and the employment of child labor.  The increased coal price has coincided with greater regulation by the government.  This action by the government is not the solution to develop the industry.  The recommendation is for the coal industry to improve its performance and to create a more rational coal management policy.

5.  The presentation of Mr. Wang Feng of China on the Coal Policy was read by the translator, Ms. Li Liqing.
China’s coal policy for 2007-2010 is to close down all small coal mines (those producing less than 30,000 tons per year), some 14,000 of them.  The Ministry of Land and Resources has stopped to approve small scale coal mining permits from 2003.  Other recommendations include the open bidding and public auction to transfer property rights of the state to private hands, the installing of more detailed punishment regulations, the closing down of high energy-consumption enterprises, among others.   
6.  Shen Lei of CASM-China spoke a few words about the similarities in China’s ASM situation with other Asian countries.

Discussion 

1.  Mr. Peter Appel from Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland asked the Chinese presentors to clarify what China would do if it indeed closes down small coal operators that constitute 52% of the small scale coal company.  How would it make up for the projected shortfall?

There was no clear answer from the Chinese lady translator who presented the paper being referred to.

2.  Mr. Hobbs of CASM opined that the coal presentations did not present any about the relationship of coal consumption to climate change.  He observed that closing down small coal mines might have positive benefit to the issue of climate change.  He also asked the Filipina presentor whether the simplification of the Environmental Checklist will be monitored in such a way that the cumulative impact of the coal mining can still be assessed?

There was no clear response from the Filipina presentor to this question.

Conclusions:

There were no apparent conclusions from the series of presentations.

